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H E following Sermon being 1 long to le preach 


er once, thoſe Parts of it whith are thus en- 
cloſtd ] were omitted 


when it was preached before the 
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eee 
Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try 
the Spirits whether tbey are of God: 
becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone ons 
into the world. 


| © FTER that the Chriſtian Religion had been fuf- 


* ficiently taught and prov'd by the Preaching 
and Miracles of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, it 
pleaſed God ( for wiſe Reaſons no doubt) to 
permit great Oppoſition to be made to the Truth and 
Purity of it ; not only by its former profeſſed Enemies, 
the Fews and Heathens, but likewiſe by ſome among the 
Chriſtians themſelves; ſome, I mean, who, overpow- 
er d in a manner by that ſtrong Evidence whereby Cbri- 
ſtianity in general had been confirm d, could not avoid 
Conviction, nor, with any Eaſe in their own Minds, de- 
cline the taking upon them the Name of Chriſtians; and 
yet, not liking nor reliſhing well that Submiſſion and 
Obedience of the Underſtanding, and that Strictneſs of 
Life which it obliged them to, ſet themſelves fo to ex. 
plain ( that is, indeed, ſo to corrupt) the Faith of 
Chriſt, as to take away all that Myſtery from its Arti- 
cles of Belief which. they could not well comprehend, 
and all that Strictneſs and Severity from its Precepts, - 
which, as laying an ungrateful Reſtraint upon their Luſts 
and Paſſions, they found it hard to bring themſelves to 
comply with. W 0 | 
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| The firſt of this kind that we meet with in Scripture, 

or Eccleſjaſtical Hiſtory , was that Archheretick Simon 

Magus; but he was quickly followed by ſeveral others, 
his Diſciples or Inmtators; ſome of whom we find ta- 

ken notice of by St. Paul, and the other Apoſtles, in their 

Epiſtles; and the Number of them was fo increas d be- 

fore St. John's Death, who outliv'd all the other Apoſtles, 

that he ſays, in the latter Part of the Text, that there 

were then, many falſe Prophets gone out into the World. 

Upon which Obſervation he very reaſonably grounds the 

Caution and Advice which he gives, in the former Clauſe 

of it; Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spi- 
rats whether they are of God. | | 

- *fAnd if it was thus even in the Apaſtles Days, if e- 

ven then, there were ſome ( as St. Paul calls them) 

2 Cor. xi. falſe Apoſtles,” 'deceitful Workers, tramsforming themſelves 

13. *-anto the Apoſtles of Cbriſt; tis no wonder that it has 

* been ſo in the Ages ſince, or that it is ſo now. Nay 

indeed this is what we had great Reaſon to expect, Or 

rather, tis what we might be ſure would be; becauſe 

dit had been expreſly foretold long ago, by Prophets 

'Y Mat xxiv. Of unqueſtionable Authority. There ſhall ariſe falſe 
3 5, 24 Cbriſts, and falſe Prophets, ſays our Saviour, and many ſpall 
5 come in my Name, and fhall deceive many. And, Of your own 

Ads xx. ſelves, alſo, ſays St. Paul, fhall Meu ariſe, ſpeaking per- 

os * verſe things, to dram away Diſciples after them. And a- 

Cor xi, Min, There muſt be alſo Hereſies among you, that the 
Bu. ich are approved may be made manifeſt among you. And, 
pet iht. As there were falſe Prophets among the Fews, ſays St. Pe- 
rer, Jo:ſhall there be falſe Teachers among you, who privily 

Hall bring in damnable Hereſies, even denying the Lord 

* that bought them. And many ſhall follow their pernicious 

* Ways. 

And the Methods whereby theſe Seducers have en- 
deavoured, and indeed with too great Succels, to draw 
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* Men from the Truth of the Goſpel, have been various; 
© ſome have endeavoured it, by forging and ſetting forth 
* Gaſpets and Epiſtles under the venerable Names of the 
Apoſtles; This was an early Artifice, but thanks be to 
© God, it was, by the Care and Vigilance of the firſt 
© Chriſtians, ſoon diſcover'd, and is now impracticable; 
© Others have done it by corrupting their genuine Wri- 


«tings ; but this Fraud alſo has been ſeldom long unde- 


© tected, and would in vain be now attempted any more: 
And others have endeavour'd the fame by ſetting up O- 
ral. Tradition as a Rule of Faith together with the Scri- 
© pture, and as'a neceſſary Supplement thereto; and 
© boldly affirming that all the Doctrines by them taught, 
which are not to be found in Scripture, have been de- 
© liver'd down to them, from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, this 
way; But this Method of Deceit has been likewiſe ſo 
fully laid open and confuted in the learned Writings: 
© of the Proteſtants againſt the Corruptions of the Church 
© of Rome, that, it may reaſonably be hop'd, there is lit- 
© tle or no Danger of our no being deceived thereby. 
* Nevertheleſs, ''there are two other Methods of De- 
© ceit, which we are ſtill, and always ſhalÞbe, in Danger 
© of; the Firſt is of thoſe who wreſt and pervert the 
« Senſe of Seripture, by a falſe Interpretation of it; the 
other is of thoſe who pretend themſelves to be afreſn 
inſpir'd by God, in ſuch Manner as the Apoſties were. 
Againſt the former of which we may be in good Mea 
© ſure ſecur d, by conſtant Reading and diligent Study 
© of the Holy Scripture; and treaſuring up, and deeply 
impreſſing on our Minds, thoſe great Truths. of Reli 
gion, whether relating to Bellef or Practice, which are 
there clearly taught; and reſolving to admit of no In- 
© terpretation of any more obſcure or doubtful Texts (e- 
ven tho we have not Skill or Learning enough to ſheu 
_ © the Falſity of ſuch Interpretation) whereby-Counte: * 
. 3 ' Bance: 
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© nance. pa given to any J Opinion 5 4s not ac- 
* cording to the Analogy of Faith, or to any Practice 
that is not agreeable to that Strictneſs and Purity of 
Life which the Holy Goſpel every where enjoins. 
And how wemay be ſecur d againſt the other Method 
© of Deceit, vir. that of thoſe who fallly pretend to In- 
ſpiration, is what we are taught in the Text, and will 
be my Buſineſs to explain and ſhew more at large in my 
'E . — Diſcourſe. Beloved, believe not every Spirit, 
* but try the Spirits whether they are of God, becauſe many 
* falſe Prophet are gone out into the World. Many falſe . 
Prophets, ſays he, are gone out, that is, many that falily pre- 
tend to the Teaching of the Spirit. For they were ſuch 
falſe Prophets as theſe which the Apoſtle ſeems to have 
had chiefly in his Mind; and that I take to be the Rea- 
ſon why be calls them Spirits, as well as Prophets. Be- 
lieve not every SPlEits but try the Spirits whether they are 
God.) 
= this Caution and Advice. can never be given un- 
ſeaſonably ; becauſe as there were many ſuch falſe Pro- 
hers in the World * Apoſtles Time, fo there have 
been ever ſince; and probably ever will be while the 
World ſhall laſt. Every Age has afforded Plenty of ſuch 
Enthuftaſts, whole Fraud, or Madneſs, or Folly, has in 
due time been made-maniteſt-unto all Men. And yet 
the continual Diſcoveries of former Cheats of this kind 
have not prov d ſufficient to diſcourage others from ſet- 
ting up the ſame Pretence to Inſpiration, neither have 
they afforded to the People of following Times ſufficient 
Caution to beware of the like Impoſtures. | 
For even now, after all the Experience that the world 
has already had in ſuch Matters, there is a new Set of 
Prophets lately riſen up among our ſelves; and as the 
wildeſt ue n — By pe theſe _ their 
Fab. 1 0 f 
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Nevertheleſs I will not yet take upon me to ſay that 
theſe are falſe Prophets; tis Time that muſt ſhew 
that; and a very little Time, tis likely, will ſhe it ſuf- 
ficiently. [ But, all that I aſſirm now is Matter of 
fact, that they call themſelves Prophets, that imme- 
© diate Divine Inſpiration is what they pretend to; and 
that they ſay, with great Confidence, that they are te 
© Meſſengers. of the Lord of Hats, and that all the Di- 
© courſes. hien they utter in their Extaſies are e Ora- 
© cles of God, and the Warnings of the Eternal Spirit. 

And who can, now at firſt, be ſure that they are not 
ſo ? For why may not Gad, [who at faudiy times, and in 
© druers manners, ſpake in times, paſt to our Fathers by the Heb. 1. 1. 
© Prophets, ſpeak alſo in the like Sort to us their Chil- 
© dren? We, indeed, can ſee no Reaſon, why, after the - 
full Revelation of the Everlaſting Goſpel,- by our Savi- 
7 ou and bis. elende Meni be any new Revela- 
tions given, || eſpecially to ſuch as do already receive, 
* and, proteſs to give entire Credit to, the Gel. Revela- 
tion: But God's Thoughts are not always asvur Thoughts, 16. NV. S. 
* and, many Things may be requiſite or neceſſary for 
© ſome. wiſe and great Purpoſes, u hich we, not knd wing 
* the Counſels and Deſigns of Providence, may not ſee 
© any Reaſon for. And, as, on the one hand, if we 
© ſhould give Ear and Credit to theſe Perſons,” as to tho 
Meſſengers of God, when indeed the Lord has nt ſent-- 
them, nor ſpoken by them, we may be led into ſueh Mi- 
ſtakes as may prove fatal to us; ſo, on the other hand, 
if we-ſhould ſlight and reject their Warnings,. when in⸗ 
_ © deed a:Spirit or an Angel has ſpoken to them, we may 

be found to have fang! againſt God] | Whether there- 

fore they be true, or whether they be falſe Prophets, 
which do now, or which may at any Time hereafter :- 
thus take upon them to ſpeał to us in the Name of God; 
tis yery- godd and reaſonable Advice which: the 73 4 
lag)”. | nere. 
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here gives, in Relation to them; Believe not every Spirit ; 


Luk. xvii. them, ſays our Saviour. Indeed to a very ſtrong Proof 


23. 
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PC. cxix, e our 1 
„ Light unto our Path, this, we are aſſur d, zs able 
> Tim.iii. to make us wiſe unto Salvation; wiſer than which we 
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but try the Spirits, whether they are of God. 1 
I. Believe not every Spirit. And thi firſt Part of tlie 
Apoſtle g Advice, I take to imply in it theſe four Things. 
1. That we ſbould not readily give any Ear at all to ſuch 
as pretend to Inſpiration. Go not after them, nor follow 
of any Man's Inſpiration; if it be offer'd to us, if it 
be laid in our way, we ought to yield; at leaſt fo 
far, as to be thereby put upon farther Enquiring into 


the Matter; becauſe we can't be ſure that God will 


not any more communicate his Will to Men, in ſuch 
manner as he has formerly done, by the immediate In- 
ſpiration of his Holy Spirit: But I ſay that if no ſuch 
Evidence of Divine Inſpiration be plainly laid before us, 


without our ſeeking, we ſhall not need to go out of our 


way to ſeek for it; becauſe we have no Reaſon at all to 
doubt but that the Revelation of God's Will already made 
to us in the Holy Scripture is abundantly ſufficient for 


all thoſe Purpoſes for which a Divine Revelation might 


be expected, or could reaſonably be deſir d. For this 
Word of God, we are told, is a Lamp unto our Feet, 


not deſire to be: This, we are aſſur d, ig profita- 
ble. for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, and for In- 
truction in Righteouſneſs; that is, for every good Pur- 
poſe: This, we are aſſur d, was given that the Man of 
God might be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all goodWorks ; 
and if it was given for this Purpoſe, there can be no 
Doubt but that it is ſufficient for it. Or, without 
* conſidering the Teſtimony that the Holy Scripture gives 
of its own Sufficiency, we might otherwiſe be ſatisfied 
that it is ſufficient ; becauſe the Wiſdom of God has 
not, that we know of, thought fit; in all the Ages * 
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© the Apoſtles Times, to make any other publick Reve- 
© lation of his Will to Mankind.] And if the Holy Scri- 
pture, as rationally interpreted, explained, and applied 
by the Paſtors of the Chrift;an Church, and the Preachers 
of the Goſpel, has been ſufficient to guide into the way 
of Truth, and to bring to Eternal Life, all that have 
been ſaved in all this time, for ſixteen hundred Years 
paſt; we may reſt aſſur d that it is ſtill as ſufficient for 
the ſame Purpoſes ; And therefore having now all thoſe 
Books of Holy Scripture in our Hands which have always 
hitherto, ſince the Apeſtles Times, ſerv'd for the Inſtru- 
ction of the Chriſtian Church; and being alſo well fur- 
niſh'd with Spiritual Guides and Paſtors, regularly ordain d, 
and lawfully commiſſion'd to Explain and Preach to us 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel; with whom, in Bleſſing 


their Miniſtry, our Saviour has promis'd that he will al- xvii. 20 


ways be Nac even unto the End of the World: As we (ee 
no need that there is of new Revelations, ſo we have 
no Reaſon to expect them; and therefore for us, who 
believe upon ſuch good Grounds the Perfection of Scri- 
pture, as a Rule both of Faith and Manners, to ſeek aut 
now for new Lights, would be juſt the ſame Folly as it 
would be to ſearch for a Candle to add Ligat to the Sun. 
Bur, g 

2. What I take to be farther implied in this firſt 
Branch of the Apaſtles Advice: Believe not every Spirit, 
is this; That how confidently ſoever any Man may give out 
| himſelf to be an inſpir d Prophet, we ſhould not be forward 

to believe his Pretences ; And for this there is a very good 
Reaſon given in the Text it ſelf, viz. becauſe many falſe 
Prophets are gone out into the World. And if this was a 
good Reaſon then to make Men very ſhy and cautious 
of admitting any Man's Pretence to Inſpiration, it is 
much more ſo, now; For then, when the Apoſtle gave 


this Advice, as there were many falſe Prophets, ſo, we 
B are 
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-——are ſire, there were many true ones too: And [ * as, 
* when, of the Money that is current abroad, there is 
* ſome good, as well as ſome counterfeit, he that takes 
© Money by Tale only may probably take ſome good, as 
© well as ſome bad; and by great good Luck may take 
© none but what is good; whereas, when the Coin is ge- 
© nerally corrupt, he muſt have almoſt the ſame good 
Luck if he ever receives any good; ſo it is here; 
Then, I when there were true, as well as falſe Apoſtles, 
a Man that us d no Caution might yet by very good hap 
only fall into the Hands of a true Apoſtle ; whereas ever 
ſince the Apoſtle's Days, a like uncautious Man muſt have 
had the ſame good hap not to fall into the Hands of a 
Seducer ; becauſe ever ſince the Apoſtles left the World, 
tho" every Age has produc'd a great many that have 
given out themſelves to be inſpir'd, we are not ſure there 

has been any one that has been really ſo; and, as to far 
the greateſt Part of them, we have undeniable Evidence, 
that if they were inſpir d at all, it was by an Evil Spirit, 
and not by the Holy Spirit of God. And therefore, ha- 
ving as yet no Inducement to think it is otherwiſe now 
than it has been for ſixteen hundred Years paſt, nothing 
can be more reaſonable than the Caution which the Apo- 
file here gives, not to be forward to give Credit to any 
that ſhall now ſet up with the like Pretences. It is as 
much Favour as any new Prophet can now in Reaſon de- 
ſire ( conſidering what Ground we have to ſuſpect an 
Impoſture ) that we ſhould not cendemn him unheard ; 
but to have any Inclination at all in his Favour ; to ima- 
gine or ſuppoſe it likely that he may be a true Prophet, 
before he has given any plain Evidence of a Divine Miſ- 
ſion, is an Argument of ſuch Weakneſs, Indiſcretion, 
and Unwarineſs, as we ſhould be aſham'd of in any 
Matter of our n eee wherein there was the 
like Uncertainty; or rather, wherein there was ſuch 


great 
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great Probability of our being impos d upon. And there- 
tore, 00 9 wie yy 1 
3. Another thing meant, as I ſuppoſe, to be imply d 
in this firſt Part of the Apoſtles Advice, Believe not eve- 
ry Spirit, is, That we ſhould never accept any Perſon what- 
ſoever as inſpir d, without his firſt giving good Proof of 
his Divine Tuſpiration. What Proof, in this Caſe is ſut- 
ficient, and may be reaſonably requir'd, I ſhall have 
Occaſion to conſider by and by; but very good and ſuf- 
ficient Proof, I ſay, is what we ought to inſiſt upon 
and demand, before we give any Credit at all to any 
Man that pretends to Inſpiration. Becauſe, there being, 

as the Apoſtle here ſays, many falſe Prophets in theWorld 
that is, many that falſly pretend to Inſpiration, 'tis poſ- 
ſible at leaſt, 'tis as likely as not, that the Man that 
comes to us with this Pretence is an Impoſtor ; Or if 
he be not, yet, ſo long as he gives no Evidence of his 
Inſpiration, we are guilty of no Fault in not receiving 
"| him as an inſpird Prophet; for it can never be a Fault, 
not to believe without Reaſon ; and that's no Reaſon to 
us which doeg appear. Nay indeed, ſuppoſing him tg M 
be really inſpir d, yet, while he gives no Proof of his 
Inſpiration, ſo far is our Refuſing to receive him, as an 
inſpir'd Prophet, from being a Fault, that it is no more 
than we are bound in Duty to do; we ſhould be to blame 
if we receiv'd him; we do well and wiſely in rejecting 
him: For it would be juſt the ſame Raſhneſs and Indiſ- 
cretion in us (though perhaps it might not be attended 
with the like hurtful S to receive, as an 
inſpir d Prophet, a Man that is really inſpir d, while as 
yet there is no Evidence appearing of his being ſo in- 
ſpir d, as it would be to give Credit to an Impoſtor. 
And beſides, it may alſo probably be a Miſtake of much 
worſe Conſequence; to receive as an inſpired Prophet a 
Man that is not inſpired, than it would be not to receive 
| B 2 as 
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as ſuch, a Man that is really inſpir'd : For if we receive 
as an infſpir'd Prophet a Man that is not inſpir'd, we run 
a Hazard of being deceiv'd by him to our Eternal Ruin ; 
whereas, if, for want of ſufficient Evidence of Inſpira- 
tion, we ſhould not give Credit to a Man that is really 
inſpir d, the only Hazard we ſeem to run, is, of not 
knowing ſome Truths which might be upon ſome Ac- 
counts uſeful to be known, but without the Knowledge 
of which we may do very well; becauſe the Holy Scri- 
pture alone, we are well aſſur d, zs able to make us wiſe 
unto Salvation. { | 

4. Laſtly ; What muſt be ſtill farther meant to be im- 
plied in this firſt Branch of the Apoſtles Advice, Believe 
not every Spirit, is this: That we ſhould not ever take any 
Man's Word only for his being an inſpired Prophet. The 
Reaſon is, becauſe if we admit, as of ſufficient Force to 
prove Inſpiration, - a Man's own Affirmation that he is 
inſpir d, we muſt Believe every Spirit, directly contrary 
to the Apaſtles Warning. For tis not to be ſuppos d that 
any Man that is deſirous to be taken for an inſpir'd Pro- 
phet, will ever be wanting in giving ample Teſtimony 
to himſelf, | © Either therefore this Proof of Divine 
Inſpiration muſt be wholly ſet aſide; or elſe we muſt 
* allow of it, by whomſoever it is offer d; and whoever 
gives out himſelf to be a Prophet, muſt forthwith, 
* without further Examination, be receiv'd as ſuch.) 

But upon theſe Terms, our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
who was certainly ſent by God, did not require or ex- 
pect that Credit ſhould be given to him; Nay he ex- 
preſly acknowledges, Job. v. 31. that if he had not given 
other Proof of his Divine Miſſion, his own Teſtimony, 
by it ſelf, had not been credible. 7f, fays he, I Bear 
Witneſs of m ſelf, my Witneſs is not true. 
And yet the Matter which a Man witneſſes concern. 
ing himſejt may be true, tho' his witneſſing it be not a- 
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| tone a ſufficient Proof of its Truth. Tho' bear Record Joh. viii 
of my ſelf, ſays our Saviour in another Place, yet my Re- 
— is true, for I know whence I came. Altho' therefore 
we are net to give entire Credit to any Man that conſi- 
dently affirms his own Inſpiration; for if we ſhould do 
that, we muſt believe every Impoſtor ; yet if the Man 
that gives out himſelf to be inſpir d, be otherwiſe a Man 
of Probity, Honelty and Modeſty 5 if he has always be- 
fore been thought to have a clear Head and a ſound Judg- 
ment, and was never known or ſuſpected to be ſubject ' 
to Vapours and Whimſies; and if when he affirms his 
own Inſpiration, he does it in a grave and becoming 
Manner, and with all the Appearance that is poſſible of 
Truth and Sincerity and Selt-Perſwaſion ; And, laſtly if 
there be nothing in the Matter which he utters, as by 
Divine Inſpiration, that is Blaſphemous, Impious; Wick 
ed, unworthy of God, or apparently contrary to ſound . 
Doctrine; Gn theſe Caſes, I fay) the Man's own con- 
ſtant Affirmation that he is inſpir'd, may very reaſonably 
put us upon farther Enquiring into the Matter, in Order: 
to the obtaining the fulleſt Satisfaction that we can a- 
bout it. 

And this leads me to Diſcourſe of the ſecond Branch 
of the Apoſtles Advice in the Text, very fitly ſubjoyn ' d 
to the former, vix. 4 n 

II. ry the Spirits, whether they are of Gad. For there 
being many falſe Prophets, or falſe Pretenders to Inſpira- 
tion, i» the World, 'tis not reaſonable that we ſhould, 
before, or without Trial, belzeve every Spirit; and yet, 
on the other ſide, being well aflur'd that there have been 
formerly ſeveral that have been divinely inſpir'd, and 
that have ſpoken as they were mov d by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and being not abſolutely certain that there never wilt be 
any more ſuch Perſons, neither is it reaſonable that-we 
ſhould immediately Damn, as a Cheat and Impoſtor, 


every 
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every Man that gives out this Pretence, while as yet no 
Signs or Tokens of Impoſture do appear; but the right 


and the wiſe way is, to Wait a-while e're we give Judg- 
ment; and before we either receive or reject, to try the 
Spirits whether they are of God. Fe». 
"But how, it may be ask d, ſhall we try them > What 
Proof of any Man's being inſpir d, who pretends himſelf 
ſo, may reaſonably be requir'd, or expected? 
I anſwer, in general, ſuch as other Prophets, former- 


ly ſent by God, have been enabled to give; ſuch as Mo- 
ſes; the Lawgiver of the Fews, and ſuch as Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, did give. 
For every Man that pretends to teach as by Inſpiration, 
takes upon him to be a ſpecial Ambaſſador ſent from 
Heaven on ſome extraordinary Meſſage ; And no Man 
is ever receiv'd as an Ambaſſador till he ſhews his Cre- 
dential Letters. 1 
More particularly ; There are two Proofs of Divin 
Inſpiration, One or the Other, or Both, of which we 
may with good Reaſon-demand of any Man that ſets up 
with this Pretence ; | © Eſpecially, in caſe the Revelation 
© he pretends to have had, be of publick Concern, and 


She requires in the Name of God that we ſhould give 


him Credit: ] And they are Prophecy, and Miracles. 

1. Prophecy, or the foretelling Things to come. This 
way Moſes and Chriſt and his Apoſtles made Proof of their 
Divine Miſſion; They foretold ſome Things that were 
not to be till many Years after, as well as others which 
were then ſhortly to come to paſs; and thoſe too Events 
not depending on the neceſſary Working of Natural Cau- 
ſes, but only on the Pleaſure of God, or the Will of free 
Agents: Which kind of Events, we have Reaſon to think, 
can't be foreknown by any but God, nor be certainly 
foretold but by Revelation from God. According to 
that of the Prophet, Jhſaiab xli. 23. Shew the Things 


that 
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that are to come hereafter, that we may know that. ye are 
Gods. | 1 8 
But then this Proof of divine Inſpiration, tho' it be 
indeed as good as any that can be given, is a convincing 
Proof to tlioſe only who happen to live either at, or at- 
ter, the Time when the Prophecy is fulfilled : It is no 
Proof at all, it is an Amuſement only, to thoſe who live 
but at the Time when the Prophecy is firſt given out. Be- 
cauſe 'tis a Courſe of Time, which that Generation of 
Men may never live to ſee, that muſt ſhew whether the 
thing foretold does come to paſs or no, [ and conſe- 
* quently, whether the Man that foretold it was a true 
© or a falſe Prophet. ] There is therefore, 5 
2. Another Proof of divine Inſpiration that may 
with good Reaſon be expected and requir d of any Man, 
at the very Time when he utters his pretended divine Re- 
velations ; and that is, Miracles. Thus Moſes prov d his 
divine Miſſion to thoſe to whom he was ſent; And thus 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles prov'd their divine Miſſion 
to thoſe to whom they firſt preach'd the Goſpel ; They 
did the Works of God, that is, ſuch Works as could not 
be done but by the Power of God. 
This therefore, I ſay, is what may now alſo be rea- 
ſonably expected from thoſe who do now a- days pretend 
to Inſpiration, and declare that they are ſent by God on 
an extraordinary Meſſage to us. Let them, as Moſes did, 
turn the Water into Blood, and the Duſt into Lice ; and 
divide the Channel of the Sea, ſo that Men may paſs | 
thro” it, as on dry Land: Or let them, as our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles did, with only a Word ſpeaking, heal the = 
Sick, cure the Cripples, give Sight to the Blind, caſt out 2 
Devils, and raiſe the Dead; Or let them, as the Apoſtles 3 
did, ſpeak with Underſtanding in Languages which they 
fiever learn d; and then we ſhall have ſome Reaſon to 
liſten to what they have to ſay to us, but till then we 


ſhall 
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ſhall have none ; till then we ſhall be blameleſs in not 
Believing them, even tho' they be true Prophets. For 
even of himſelf our Saviour ſays, Job. xv. 24. If I had 
not done among them the Works that none other Man did, 
they had not had Sin. And if the Unbelieving Fews would 
not have been to blame in not believing Chriſt, unleſs 
he had prov'd his divine Miſſion by Miracles; by the 
ſame Reaſon neither ſhall we be now to blame, if we 
hearken not to theſe new Prophets (even ſuppoſing them 
to be true Prophets) unleſs they alſo give the like Proof 
of their divine Miſſion, And of himſelf, whom yet, 
moſt certainly, the Father had ſanfify d and ſent into the 
world, he ſays again, Job. x. 37. If do not the works of 
my Father believe me not. And if He, the Son of God, 
was not to be believ'd upon other Terms than his work- 
ing of Miracles, much leſs is any other Man. In not 


| believing therefore theſe new Pretenders to Revelation, 


unleſs they ſhall alſo work Miracles to prove their Miſſi- 
on, tis plain we are fafe ; but if we ſhould believe them, 
we know not what Hazard we may run of being deceiv'd 
by them. ¶ And by the ſame Reaſon that we believe 
© their Confident Pretence to Revelation, upon their own 
© Teſtimony only, without Miracles; we muſt believe 
©the like Pretence of any other Perſons that ſhall ever 
* come to us with the like Confidence ; that is, we muſt 


© pive up our ſelves to be deluded by every Impoſtor. ] 


But perhaps it will be ſaid, That however there might 


be need of Miracles to prove the divine Miſſion of Mo- 


_ 


ſes, becauſe twas a New Law which God gave to the 
Fews by him; and of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, be- 
cauſe the Matter of their Revelation was likewiſe, in 
great meaſure, new; and, not only ſo, but did alſo, in 
part, aboliſh the Law that had been before given by Mo. 
ſes ; yet there is not the ſame Reaſon to require or ex- 
pet Miracles from thoſe who tho' they pretend to In- 
*. | {piration 
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ſpiration, yet do not profeſs to be Authors of a new Re- 
velation, or Preachers of another Goſpel ; becauſe a Re- 
velation that has been once well confirm'd by Miracles, 
ſhall not need to be ſo confirm'd again; at leaſt, not to 
ſuch as believe the Hiſtory of thoſe Miracles whereby 
it was formerly confirm'd. 

And this indeed is true; But then I fay likewiſe, that® 
as there is no need of Miracles to prove the Truth of a 
Revelation which has been already well prev d by Mira- 
cles, and which by credible Hiſtory we are aſſured has 
been ſo confirm'd ; ſo neither is there any need of freſh 
Inſpiration for the Teaching of a Doctrine which has 
been already fully taught by Perſons divinely infpired, 
by Perſons whoſe divine Infpiration is acknowledged, 
and who, tho they be gone from us, do yet continue to 
ou to us by thoſe Writings which they have left be- 

ind them; and will continue to do fo, for ſo long 
theſe their Writings ſhall continue in the Worlc. 

And this is now the Caſe with us ; Our Saviour, who, 
we are ſure, came from God, preaches to us, now, as 
much as he did once to the Fews, tho in another Man- 
ner; in thoſe Sermons of his which are recorded by the 
Holy Evangelifts : And the Apoſtles, who were commiſ- 
ſioned by our Saviour to preach his Goſpel, do ſtill 
preach it, and will ever be preaching it to us, as long 
1 as thoſe Books and Epiſtles which they left behind them 
ſhall continue in the World, and be known to be theirs; 
and theſe Holy Scriptures have been ſuicient for the 
Inſtruction of all Chriſtians hitherto, ever ſince the Apo- 
files Days; What need then is there of new Inſpiration, h ; 
if there be no new Matter to be taught? Or what needs p 
any Man pretend to Inſpiration, while, by his own 
Confeſſion, he preaches no other Doctrine than is alrea- 
dy taught in that Holy Scripture, which all thoſe 19 05 
| C | | 
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he ſpeaks to do already acknowledge was given by Inſpi- 
ration of God? 

But ſuppoſing that the thing is really ſo as they give 
out, viz. That they are indeed afreſh inſpir d by God 
with the Knowledge of thoſe ſame Truths which are con- 

| tained in Scripture ; yet ſtill we are fafe in not heark- 
ning to them, as to Prophets and infpired Perſons, and 
in not receiving what they utter, as Matter lately re- 
veal d to them; at leaſt, not till they ſhall give good E- 
vidence of their divine Miſſion; becauſe we do alread: 
receive, upon the Teſtimony of the Holy Scripture, 
all that which they pretend to teach, as by new and freſh 
Inſpiration. And if we do receive, as a divine Truth, 
and as divinely reveaFd, any Doctrine or Prophecy 
which is indeed fuch ; what matter's it whether we re- 
ceive it from this Prophet, or from that > from an Old 
Prophet, or a New One? from a divine Revelation 
that was made Seventeen hundred Years ago , or from 
one that was made but yeſterday ? 

In a Word therefore; The Doctrine, whatever it 
© is, of theſe pretended Prophets, is either Old or New ; 
©it is either the Doctrine of the Goſpel or it is another 
© Goſpel ; Let themſelves ſay which it is. For if they 
© ſhall ſay the firſt, vix. that their Doctrine is no other 
© than the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; To what Purpoſe 
*then,we may well ask, do you pretend, or with what Truth 
© can you pretend, that you are taught it now by immedi- 
ate divine Inſpiration, when, by your own Acknowldg- 
ment, you were taught it before, and we may all of us 

(learn the ſame, from the long ago divinely inſpir' d 
Scripture? But if they. ſhall ſay the other, vix. that 
the Matter which they are inſpir'd with, is New, and 
* what we could not have learn'd from the Scripture ; 
© we may then (as was ſaid before) very reaſonably re- 
© quire of them to give ſuch Proof of their Inſpiration 
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And Miſſion, by Signs and Wonders and mighty Works, 


* as our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and all that have ever here- 
* tofore been ſent by God to publiſh a new Revelation to 
* the World, have given; till when, we ſhall have no 
© Reaſon to hearken to them at all; and if we do, it 
will be at our great Peril, ] * 5 
But if they ſhall ſay, (and that's indeed allthat I think 
they can with any Appearance of Reaſon farther pre- 
tend, ) that the Revelations now made to them are part- 
ly Old, and partly New; Inaſmuch as, tho what they 
now utter as Divine Oracles, be not, in Subſtance, New, 
becauſe 'tis no other than what is really and truly con- 


tain'd in Scripture, tis nevertheleſs what would not, what 


perhaps could not, have been diſcern'd to be therein con- 
tain'd, without freſh Illumination; and that they are 
now enlightned with a clearer Knowledge of ſome 
Truths contain'd in Scripture than any others yet have 
been; that they are by ſpecial Inſpiration. of the Spirit, 


enabled to open the Book that has been always hitherto - 


ſeal'd up, and to give the true Senſe of ſeveral dark and 
obſcure Paſlages in Scripture the Meaning, whereof has 


not hitherto been apprehended, or which have been grofly 
miſunderſtood by all former Interpreters, and would per- 


haps never have been rightly underſtood but byInſpiration. 

In this Caſe, if this be what they ſay, there is one 
thing however that we may very reaſonably require and. 
demand of them, before we give them Credit; viz. 


that they ſhould make out to us, by Reaſon, the Truth 


of that Interptetation of Scripture , which, they ſay, 
they have been taught by Revelation; and it they can 
and ſhall do this, we'll readily receive their Interpretati- 
on, even tho we ſhould not believe them to be inſpir'd. 
And this is no unreaſonable Demand, becauſe a true 
Interpretation of a Text of Scripture, tho it be ſup- 
pos'd tu be ſuch. an one as 5 Man could not have hit up- 
2 on 
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on only by the working of his own Reaſon, yet when 
it is found out, may be capable of being made plain to 
others, by Reaſoning and Argumentation. 

We have an Inſtance of this in the Preaching of the 
Apoſtles ; They, by the Tllumination of the Holy Spirit, 
were directed to, and inſtructed in the Meaning ot, all 
thoſe Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, whether Types, or 
Prophecies, which related to the Meſſas; which, without 
fuch Illumination they would not have underſtood : But 
then, after that they themſelves were let into the Know- 
ledge of them, this Way, they were able by Reaſoning 
to make plain to others the Truth of their Interpretati- 
on of thoſe Places, and to ſhew how exactly applicable 
they were to, and how punQually they were fulfill'd in 
our Saviour Chriſt. This may be obferv'd in almoſt all 
thoſe Sermons of the Apoſtles which are related in the 
Hiſtory of their As ; and likewiſe in all their Xpi/tles. 
* And of St. Paul in particular it is obſerv'd, id XVI. 
2, 3. that entring into a Synagoge of the Fews, he 
reaſou'd with them out of the Scriptures ; Opening aud al- 
ledging that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered, and riſen again 


from the Dead ; and that that Feſus whom he preach'd unto 


them was Chriſt. And of the ſame Apoſtle, it is noted 


in As ix. 22. that immediately after his own miraculous 


Converſion, before he had conferr'd with any of the 4- 
poſtles, or heard any of their Sermons, when therefore 


the good Underſtanding which he himſelf had in Scri- 
pture muſt have been chiefly, if not only, from Divine 


Illumination, he confounded the Fews which dwelt at Da- 


maſcus, proving that Jeſus was the Chriſt. But now how 
could he prove this, ſo as to confound and ſilence the 
Jews, but only by out-reaſoning them in the Interpre- 
tation that he gave of the Prophecies of the Old 75 a- 
ment which had toretold the Meſſias ? And it may indeed 
be difficult ro find out the true Key to ſome ancient 

Pro. 
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by Study or divine Illumination, it may be eaſy enough 
afterwards, by the Help of that Key, to lay the whole 


Prophecy open, and to make the Interpretation of it 
clear even to an ordinary Capacity. Let therefore, as I 


Prophecy but when that is once found out, whether 


ſaid, our New Prophets do thus, and then, without en- 


quiring how they came by their Knowledge, we will 
readily admit their Interpretation of Scripture. 


But if they can't do this, If they can't ſhew that tlie 


Interpretation which they give of Scripture is rational, 
and the Application which they make of it juſt and a- 

ble ; we muſt then come upon them again with our 
ormer Demand, and require of them to demonſtrate 
the Truth of their Interpretation, and the Juſtneſs of 
their Application of Scripture, and likewiſe their own 
Truth in pretending to have received this Knowledge 


from the holy Spirit, by their working Miracles. For to 


give ſuch a Senſe of Scripture as true, which can't be 


made out to be true by a rational Interpretation, is all 


one, in Effect, as to give out a new Scripture ;_and we 
can't, with good Reaſon, receive any Diſcourſe or Wri- 
ting as Scripture, (even tho it be not contradictory to 
any former Revelation) upon leſs Evidence than that 
upon which we acknowledge the divine Inſpiration o 
that holy Scripture which we have already received. 
And this Proof of Infpiration, by Miracles, is indeed 
what may now with more Reaſon be demanded of our 
New Prophets, than it could have been of our Saviour 
Chriſt, or of the Holy Apoſtles. _— 
For the coming of Chriſt, as a Prophet and a Lawgiver, 
had been long before foretold by former Prophets ; Par- 
ticularly by Moſes, Deut. xviii. 15. A Prophet ſhall the 
Lord your God raiſe up unto you, of your Brethren, like unto 
me, him ſhall ye hear in all things whatſoever he ſhall ſay un- 
to.you. So that tho' our Saviour had wrought no _ 
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cles, yet his Pretence to a divine Miſſion, had been ve- 


ry credible, becauſe from former Prophecies, the Fews 


had good Reaſon, juſt at that Time, to expect ſuch a 
Prophet as our Saviour gave out himſelf to be. And he 
himſelf argu'd ſometimes with the Fews upon this Foot. 
Joh. v. 39. Search the Scriptures, for ——— they are 
they which teſtifie of me. 
And ſo likewiſe our Saviour, after that his own di- 
vine Miſſion had been well prov'd and confirm'd, pro- 
mis'd and foretold that his Apoſtles, whom he would 
commiſſion to preach his Goſpe! after his Aſcenſion, 
ſhould' be guided by the holy Spirit into al Truth; So 
that if they in their own Perſons had wrought no Mi- 
racles in Proof of their Inſpiration, their Pretence to 
Inſpiration had nevertheleſs been well and fully enough 
grounded upon and prov'd by our Lord's Promiſe and 
But what Promiſe in Scripture, what Prediction of 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or of any ancient Prophets, can our 
nem Prophets produce foretelling their Coming, and aſ- 
ſuring us of their Inſpiration 2 We have many Predicti- 
ons in Scripture, that falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets 
ſhould; ariſe, and deceive many; but we have none, that 
I know of, foretelling, that any ſhould ſpeak or write by 
immediate Inſpiration of the Spirit, after that the holy 
Apoſtles ſhould have left the World, having firſt com- 
mitted to writing all ſuch things as the Spirit of God 


had dictated to them, and commanded them to write: 


We have no Prophecy of Scripture, that I know of, fore- | 
telling that in after-Ages God would raiſe up other Pro- 
phets like unto them, to whom he would communicate 
his Will in ſuch Manner as he had done to them, by im- 
mediate Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit. So that the Pre- 
tence of our nem Prophets to ſuch Inſpiration, being not 
founded on Scripture, muſt fall to the ground, unleſs it be 


: ſup- 
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ſupported by Miracles, there being plainly no other 
Foundation to reſt it ſufficiently uon. 

Well, but you'llſay then, what if theſe Men ſhould 
now give ſuch Proof of their Inſpiration as we may 
reaſonably require? What if their Predictions ſhould 
come to paſs? Or what if they ſhould do Miracles: 

I anſwer ; when this ſhall be, twill be ſoon enough 
to reſolve that Queſtion ; but till then we ſnall not need 
to trouble our ſelves about it. And yet to ſay ſome- 
what briefly to it now may not be amiſs; becauſe it 
may well be ſuppos d, that a Man that already counter- 
feits Revelations, will not be long before he'll ſet upon 
counterfeiting Prophecies or Miracles; I mean whenever 
he ſhall have a convenient Opportunity, and ſhall find 
his Followers and Admirers in a good Diſpoſition to be 

deluded ; and the Devil, we may be ſare, whoſe Inte- 
reſt is highly ſerv'd by ſuch Deluſions, will not be want- 
ing to lend his utmoſt Aſſiſtance towards carrying, on the 
Cheat. i 
1. Then, let it be ſuppos d, that they foretell Things 
to come; that is, that ſome things which they foretell do 
come to paſs; (I mean preſently, or within a ſhort time, 
for if the Accompliſhment of their Predictions be not till 
a long while hence, it may ſerve for an Argument to our 
Poſterity of ſuch Mens Inſpiration ; but it can be none 
to us. In this Caſe, I ſay) one thing to be conſider d by 
us is the Nature of the Event that was foretold; be- 
cauſe if it was a thing that was produc'd'by the Work- 
| ing of Natural Cauſes, the foretelling it was not à cer- 

\ tain Proof of Divine Inſpiration; for the Devil is-with- 

out doubt a better Natural Philoſopher than any Man, 

and ſo may foreſee, and may inſpire his Emiſſaries to 
foretell, ſeveral Events of this Kind, which no Mortal 

Man by his own Wit and Skill only, could have fore- 

told. And the only Things which (as I ſuppoſe) none 

| but. 
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| but God can foreknow, are ſuch Events as depend u 
4 the Working of the Will of ſome free Agent. 
| And again, even of theſe Events, commonly call'd 
| Future Contingencies, ſeveral, it may well be ſuppos'd, 
are already foretold in ſome dark Prophecies of the Ho- 
ly Scripture, which, tho' not underſtood by us, may 
= * yet be underſtood by the Devi; who, if not naturally 
| of greater Wit, muſt yet needs, by his longer Obſerva- 
tion, Experience and Study, have attaind to much 
greater Skill in ſuch Matters, than any ſhort-liv'd Man 
can do. So that a true Interpretation of ſome Scri- 
pture-Prophecies which have not hitherto been underſtood 
by Man, may poſſibly be had from the Devil, and con- 
ſequently, is not a ſure Proof of Divine Illumination. 
Again ; If the Events that have been foretold by an 
pretended Prophet are ſuch, the Foreknowledge — 
(even by the Devil himſelf ) can't be accounted for ei- 
| ther of theſe ways; ſome Conſideration is then to be 
| had of their Number. For when God endues any Man 
| with the Spirit of Prophecy in order to his gaining Be- 
| lief to ſome Meſſages of publick Concern which God 
| has charg'd him with, it can't be ſuppos'd but that he 
will enable him to give full and ſufficient Proof of his 
Divine Miſſion ; and a full and ſufficient Proof thereof 
(in caſe no other Proof of any other kind but only by 
Prophecy, be given of it) can 2 be given but by a 
Man's truly foretelling a great many future Events. 
And yet, laſtly, it a Man ſhould truly foretell a great 
5 many future Events, even this would not be a good 
| Proof of Divine Inſpiration, in cafe any One (tho but 
One only) of his Predictions ſhould fail to be accom- 
pliſhed in its Time. For a wiſe and cunning Being, 
(ſuch as the Devil, that old Serpent, certainly is) may, 
by a probable Conjecture only, foretell ſeveral future 
Contingencies, and may rarely be out in his Gueſs Toes 
_ that 


The Way of Trying P rophets. 25 


— —— ———————— 
r 


— — ; 
_— —— — * * . — — 


that a Man may be only an Emiſſary or Inſtrument of 
the Deuil who does truly foretell ſome ſuch Things; and = 

it is certain he is no other, in caſe there be a Failure in * 
any one of thoſe Predictions which he gives forth, as by ; "ol 
Divine Inſpiration ; becauſe the Spirit of God, which . 
ſearcheth all Things, and underſtands even the Thoughts +: 
of Men Jong before, cannot be deccived in any thing. 2 
And this Rule is plainly given in the Scripture it ſelt, = 
Deut. xxi. 22. And if thou ſay in thy Heart, How ſhall ; 
we know the Word which the Lord hath not ſpoken > When 
a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the Lord, if the thing 
follow not, nor come to 7 that is the thing which the 


Lord hath not ſpoken ; but the Prophet hath ſpoken it pre? 
ſumptuouſly. But, . 


2. Let it be farther ſuppos d that a Man now pretend- 
ing to Inſpiration ſeems alſo to do Miracles; tis to be 
remembred, that it is foretold, that the Coming of the 2 Theſ. 
Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, is after the Working of ** 9: 
Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and lying Wonders. So 
that tho' true Miracles are undoubtedly a good, per- 
haps the beſt, and for the preſent the moſt convincing 
Evidence of Divine Inſpiration, yet there is in this Caſe 
great room {or Deceit, and conſequently great need of A 
Caution. Two Things eſpecially, there are, in this 
"Caſe, needful to be carefully. enquir'd into ; | 
Firſt, the Truth of the Fact; we ſhould be well aſ- j 
ſur d that the wonderful Thing ſaid to be done, was re- | 
ally done ; And for this Purpoſe it may be requir'd that f 
it ſhould be done either in our own Sight and Preſence, = 
, or in the Sight and Preſence of many other credible Per- 
; ſons ; ſeveral of whom ſhould (without any-Contradi- - | 


5 ction from any otherpefſons that were then preſent)teſtify 4 
, the ſame, as a Matter of their own certain Knowledge. 

1 And when we ſhall have received this Satisfaction as 
10 to the Fact, it will be then farther needful to be ſtrictly 
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enquir d into, whether it was a true Miracle, that is, 
whether it was an Operation plainly exceeding the 
known Power of Natural Cauſes, and of Evil Spirits; as 
tis evident moſt of the Miracles of Moſes, and our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour were. © Exceeding, I fay, the known 
Power of evil Spirits, as well as of natural Cauſes ; and 
© how great their Power is, we can hardly certainly 
* know, only we may very reaſonably think, that the 
© Prince of the Power of the Air, as the Devil is call'd in 
* Scripture, 1s able to do far greater Things than any 
© that as yet have been ſo much as reported to have 
been done by our ew Prophets.) 5 

Well, but you'll ſay, ſuppoſing that thus far alſo we 
ſhould receive all the Satisfaction that we can reaſona- 
bly deſire; that is, that the wondrous Work which we 
are fully perſwaded was done by ſome pretended Pro- 


phet, after the beſt Trial and Examination that we can 
make of it, does appear to be Miraculous, may we then 


reaſonably give Ear to what the Man has to ſay to us? 
Yes truly, I think we may; nay indeed I think we 
ſhall be to blame if we do not. But yet, I do not fay, 
that immediately upon this we ought to receive, as a 
Divine Oracle, every Thing that this Man ſhall utter. 
If, ſays Moſes, Deut. xiii. 1. There ariſe among you a Pro- 
phet or 4 Dreamer of Dreams, and giveth thee a Sign or a 
Wonder, and the Sign or the Wonder come to paſs whereof 
he ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other Gods, which 
thou haſt not known, and let us 2 them. Thou ſpalt not 
hearken unto the Words of that Prophet, or that Dreamer of 
Dreams; for the Lord your God proveth you, to know whe: 
ther he love the Lord your God, with all your Heart, and 
with all your Soul. And our Saviour himſelf tells us, 
Matth. xxiv. 24. That there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Wonders, in- 


fomuch, that, if it were poſſible, they ſhall deceive the very 


Fell. 


But 


2 
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But what's then to be done? If falſe Prophets may 
give the ſame Tokens to appearance of a Divine Miſſion 
that true Prophets have done, how ſhall we do to know | 
certainly which are true, and which are falſe ? | 

I anſwer, even in this Caſe (which yet we may well 
think does very rarely happen) there-is one other Me- | 
thod of trying the Spirits, whether they are of God, which | 
we may be certain will nof fail or deceive us; and that 
is, by their Doctrines: What therefore we ſhould have 
to do, if ever we ſhoald meet with ſuch an appearing 
Evidence of any Man's Inſpiration, as we could not after 
the ſtricteſt Search diſcern any Fraud in, would be to 
Examine well the Nature of thoſe Doctrines which he 
teaches, as by God's Command and Authority, and to 
obſerve whether they be according to Godlineſs, whether 
they be worthy of God. And it they are not ſo, we 
ought not either to receiye the Doctrines, or to accept 
the Man as a Prophet, no not even upon the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence that can be given of Inſpiration ; becauſe it is a 
Contradiction to the Truth and Holineſs of God, that he 
ſhould ever Commiſſion any Man to teach any Doctrine, = | 
contrary to Truth or Holineſs. For he abideth Faithful, as 4 
the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Tim. ii. 13. he cannot deny himſelf ; and | 
it would be to deny himſelf, to Commiſſion any Man ei- | 
ther to withdraw his Creatures from their due Obedience 
to him ; or to invalidate the Credit of former Divine Re- 
velations; or to teach any Doctrine derogating from his 
Eternal and Eſſential Attributes, his Juſtice, Holineſs, 

Goodneſs or Truth; or to ſet up other Gods; or to en- | 
tice Men to Idolatry; or to preſcribe, or ſo much as to 0 
give Licenſe or any Encouragement to Impiety, Prophane- 
neſs, Fallhood, Lying, Perjury, Deceit, Injuſtice, Un- 
eleanneſs, Intemperance, or any moral Wiekedneſs. And 
therefore our Saviour, in Matth. vii. 16. immediately after 
he had givena Caution to beware of falſe Prophets, add 
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theſe Words, 7e ſball know them by their Fruits, that i 
by the Fruits of their DoQrines 4 by the Nature _ 
endency of them; ſo that Whatever Appearance a Man 
Cor x; May male of Honeſty, I For Satan himſelf is tranſ- 
= 4% form d into an Angel of 7 ph therefore it is no great 
© thing if his Miniſters alſo be transform d as the Miniſters 
* of Righteouſneſs,] or what Proof ſoever he may give of 
his Truth, or what Evidence ſoever of Divine Inſpira- 
tion; we may be moſt certain that he is not a Meſſen- 
ger from God, if the Matter of his Doctrine be cont 
either to the Principles of Natural Religion, or to the 
eternal Laws of Reaſon, or to the Truth of a former Di- 
vine Neyelation. F we ſays St. Paul, or any Man, 
2 ng L or even an Angel from Heaven preach any other Goſpel un- 
to you, than that which we have 2 unto you, and 
which ye have recetud ; Let him be accurſed. 
Thus we are to try the Spirits whether they are of God; 
- which, if we do, ſincerely, and with true Love to God 
and Truth ; the bleſſed Conſequence will be, that, how 
much ſoever falſe Prophets do abound, and however 
2 Tim. iii, evil Men and Seducers may wax worſe aud worſe, deceiving 
13. and being, deceived, we {fall be aware of their Devices; 
rok. iv, and being not lite Children, toſſed to and fro, and carried 
it © about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the flight of Man, 
and cunning Craftineſs,' whereby they lie in wait to deceive, 
Heb. x. ſhall Hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering ; 
Fim. ii. and continue in the Things we bave been taught, knowing 
i4 of whom we have learn'd them; and be ſtedfaſt and unmove- 
x Cor. xv. age, always abounding in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
- as we know that our Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


Which God grant, for the ſake of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, 
6 To whom, c. ; 
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